EXPERIMENTS   IN   OPPOSITION
reserved to be one of Eden's triumphs, but his speech in the
dreary conflicts of 1929 showed to the full his masterly grip
of the subject a.nd that any diplomatic success with which in
future he might be identified in that part of the world would
be no lucky accident. He divided his speech into two parts.
First, the importance of Egypt and the Suez as links in the
chain of Imperial Defence, and second, the development of
the Egyptian people and their friendship with Great Britain.
These were separate but not incompatible themes. Churchill
had issued one of his more magniloquent warnings, but
Eden urged that there was no need at present for some of
these alarmist expressions to which the House had listened.
He stressed the importance yet again of the Dominions' atti-
tude to the Suez. It might be our Back Door to the East, it
was—particularly in the case of Australia and New Zealand
—their Front Door to Europe. He offered a wealth of advice
on the military problems of the Suez zone. It was less than
twenty miles deep, was that enough ? The conditions under
which the battalions stationed there were living were in his
opinion highly unsatisfactory. * I confess there is nothing I
should like less than to be stationed near the Canal for any
long period of time. No one acquainted with the conditions
there could view that prospect with enthusiasm.* But the job
of safeguarding the health of a large body of troops in that
district would take not three or five but probably twenty
years to complete. Some alternative billet to Cairo and the
Canal should be found.
The Sarwat Treaty had been modified. British personnel
was to be removed from the Egyptian army, and, worse than
that, the European Department of the Ministry of the In-
terior was to be closed down. There seemed to Eden to be no
good case for either of these decisions. The associations of the
British officers with the Egyptian army had been almost un-
animously happy, and while the Egyptian Government was
concerned not simply with British residents but with * one of
the largest foreign colonies in the world,* surely our expert
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